AFX Racemasters 6hr Endurance Race 2012
Pinewood Raceway, Wokingham, Berkshire, UK.
Race Report
The 15th July 2012 saw the fourth running of the AFX Racemasters 6hr Endurance event. The event, as previous years, was held at Pinewood Raceway, one of the UK’s premier slot car racing clubs. Pinewood Raceway comprises of a 6 lane 1/24th scale track for exotic metal chassis lexan body slot cars and new 4 lane Ninco 1/32nd track for plastic bodied slot cars. They also run Slot-Stoxs as part of regular activities.
The 6 lane, AFX track was laid on-top of the 130 foot 1/24th track, with the AFX track following some of features of the 1/24th track, giving the HO track a track length of 133 foot.
Uprated and individual lane power supplies were used, along with power taps to ensure that power was fed evenly around the track. The track voltage was set at 18 volts to mimic AFX supplied power packs.
Timing and power control was handled by a PC based system comprising of TrackMate hardware and Software. There were various screens around the venue allowing drivers, marshals and spectators to see the progress of all teams.
This year, the AFX Racemasters Mega G, 1.7 (long wheelbase version) was to be used as the race chassis. Previous events had seen the use of the Tomy Turbo chassis and last year, the short 1.5 Mega G chassis. Last year’s event had shown that the Mega G chassis was more than capable of running the event and stood us in good stead to make the move to the longer chassis.
 Teams racing at the event are as follows:
FLBT (Four Lane Black Top)
Winners of the 2011, 2010, and 3rd in the 2009 event. Mainly race 1/32nd slot cars of all types, but also hold HO races on a regular basis. Hold weekly race meetings. Bringing experience and good pace, they were the team to beat. Fielded 3 drivers.
Race Control AFX
Re-named back to Race Control AFX, a mix of drivers who regularly organise and race slot cars. As well as running the event, they field 4 drivers, including a multi championship winning driver, and this year’s EAHORC champion. Runners up in 2011, 2010 and 2009.
Worthing Peers
All members of Worthing HO, a new club in 2009, they have become a well established and successful slot racing club. Running regular events in their home town, the drivers have shown very good pace in national events. Fielded 4 drivers.
ART (Anglia Race Team)
A team made up with those coming from the East Coast area of the UK. They are all regular racers and include a very quick father and son duo.
SCHORC
Formerly ‘Team HO Racing Ahead.com’, a mix of racers from the SCHORC (South Cambridge). This team have drivers which have shown very good pace throughout the past seasons racing picking up solid race wins along the way.
HO Virgin Racing
Cliff brought along his 2 children who were joined by Paul W. Cliff and his children regularly race at the DHORC HO club and Paul has shown very good pace at national events.
After a drivers briefing, team captains were given brand new and complete Mega G’s, hand out tyres (tires), and spares. Each team had to supply a body from an approved list. Bodies carried an LMP endurance theme and had to be based on cars which had raced in FIA events.
This year, all teams chose to use the AFX Racemasters LMP Audi and Peugeot, with 4 teams giving the cars a re-livery.
Tyres handed out were SuperTires and teams were given 3 different sizes from which to freely choose.
Teams were given their parts in the order that they came in the 2011 event, They also randomly picked the lane to which they were to start the race.
Teams were then given time to assemble their cars and give them a test drive. Several car selection techniques were seen to be used from driving and picking the best car, to stripping and testing the cars constituent parts and picking the best bits. Only the race would show which method worked best. The selected running chassis were then handed over to race control. All cars successfully passed scrutineering.
Shortly after 10am, the 6 teams had their cars assembled on the starting line. Obligatory start line photos were taken, and the lights readied for the start.
Hour 1 saw all teams off to a very close start. SCHORC took an early lead, but were soon overtaken by Worthing as Robin settled in and set a pace that few could match. Race Control followed Worthing closely as all teams were finding out how the new cars were going. The closest battle was between ART and SCHORC, with the two teams being separated by only 2 laps at the end of the first hour after ART had resolved a controller issue.
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Hour 2 saw Race Control take the lead after the first 15 minutes with Worthing having a crown gear move on its axle, and later in the hour, suffering from a bent pickup. FLBT put in some good consistent laps, but could not match the pace of ART who caught up with the top 3 teams. SCHORC began to have issues with a stuttering car. After a period of nursing the car, a pitstop found a bent pickup after a heavy off. Pickup replaced, the car was back on pace. Biggest gains were made by ART who used the young hotshot Craig to catch up with the lead pack.
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Hour 3 saw Race Control build on its lead. SCHORC were making efforts to catch ART after their pickup problems in Hour 2, but both teams pace was about equal. FLBT were struggling with pace on the outer yellow lane, with high wear being seen on the front of their pickups. ART picked up the pace, and took third place away from FLBT. 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Hour 4 saw SCHORC having more pickup woes, having to replace them after another hard off. ART lost time during the hour with a lengthy pitstop allowing FLBT to retake the third spot. FLBT had decided to drop tyre size and it was starting to show more speed on the lower tyres. HO Virgin Racing saw their car showing signs of being in the wars. The Audi LMP body losing one of its wing endplates saw them losing more laps while the wing was repaired. Race Control continued their charge at the front of the pack, but would it stay that way?
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Hour 5 saw Race Control lose some of the advantage they had at the front of the pack. Robin again driving for Worthing, was reeling in Race Control as the car began to lose its speed down the straights.  FLBT dropped back down to 4th, while SCHORC began the quest to get the best out of a flagging car. By this time, most cars were slightly slower than the earlier hours, but few had made any significant changes to the cars.
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Hour 6, Worthing were looking like they could become a major threat to Race Control as Robin drove for a third hour, and Race Control’s car was starting to slow down. Race Control took the decision to make a major change to the car. A full rebuild of Armature, Brushes, Pickups and Axle was undertaken, all within 2 and half minutes. Although the car was not on its original pace, it slowed the rate to which Worthing was catching. HO Virgins race took another turn as the rear wing broke again. This time some tape was employed to hold the wing secure to the race end. SCHORC continued to fettle the car, but could not find the pace they had early on. FLBT now fully dialled in, were on a charge, but they could not close enough on ART for the third place.
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After the 6 hours, the lap count was checked and the exact finishing place on track confirmed, the final results were:
Race Control AFX – 2116.52 laps
Worthing Peers – 2082.09 (-34.43)
ART – 2004.74 (-77.35)(-111.78)
FLBT – 1981.27 (-23.47)(-135.25)
SCHORC– 1881.93 laps (-99.34)(-234.59)
HO Virgin Racing – 1683.74 laps (-198.19)(-432.78)
Race Control could not quite beat the lap count of 2119.04 made by FLBT in 2011. A lap record of 8.513 was set for a Long Mega G with a body weighing no less than 4.2 grammes. 
The overall record set in 2011 is 8.379 using a Short Mega G with a body weighing no less than 3.8 grammes.
9.014 seconds was achieved by DHORC using a Tomy Turbo in 2009.
This year’s 6hr was another success for the Mega G. Of all the problems that were had, most were bent items from impacts, possible with any other box-stock chassis. All the cars components held up well and overall product quality seems to be ever improving. The cars seem more than capable of covering distances far in excess of 6 hours.
The winning car travelled 53.31 miles over the 6 hrs, at an average 8.89 mph. 
The winners Race Control were awarded the winners trophy. They were also presented with certificates of the event, and slot car bodies by Eddy Mac.
Second placed Worthing HO received a trophy, certificates and slot car bodies by Eddy Mac.
Third and Fourth places ART and FLBT, were also presented with Trophies and certificates.
Fifth and Sixth place teams were all presented with certificates of the event. For being the best Juniors, HO Virgin Racings Zach and Ben were awarded medals.
After the prizes were awarded, the track was dismantled (20 mins to take apart, 9 hrs to build!!) and drivers set off on their journeys home.
May I thank AFX Racemasters for supporting the race and supplying chassis and Pinewood Raceway for allowing us to use their facilities.
May I thank Eddy Mac for donating several of his excellent HO bodies as prizes for the event.
May I also thank all those who have supported the race especially to those who took part, and those who helped construct the track.
A Video of the event can be found at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=oty-mKUb2Gs

Pictures can be viewed at:   http://s1228.photobucket.com/albums/ee453/andyslots/AFX%20Racemasters%20Enduro%202012/
There also a Thread with feedback and more pictures at UK Slotforum: http://www.slotforum.com/forums/index.php?showtopic=57346
andy
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Hour 6 Lane Average Laptime Fastest Laptime Segment LapsSegment PlaceTotal Laps Lag Race Place

Race Control 333 10.811 8.953 333 4 2114 0 1

FLBT 347 10.375 9.326 347 3 1979-135 4

Worthing 369 9.756 8.726 369 1 2080 -34 2

Ho Virgin Racing 252 14.286 9.133 252 6 1682-432 6

ART 366 9.836 9.022 366 2 2004-110 3

SCHORC 275 13.091 10.154 275 5 1878-236 5
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Hour 1 Lane Average Laptime Fastest Laptime Segment LapsSegment PlaceTotal Laps Lag Race Place

Race Control 356 10.112 8.694 356 2 356 -20 2

FLBT 337 10.682 9.418 337 3 337 -39 3

Worthing 376 9.574 8.513 376 1 376 0 1

Ho Virgin Racing 298 12.081 9.212 298 6 298 -78 6

ART 319 11.285 9.105 319 4 319 -57 4

SCHORC 317 11.356 9.892 317 5 317 -59 5
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Hour 2 Lane Average Laptime Fastest Laptime Segment LapsSegment PlaceTotal Laps Lag Race Place

Race Control 364 9.890 8.881 364 1 720 0 1

FLBT 331 10.876 9.445 331 3 668 -52 3

Worthing 298 12.081 9.622 298 6 674 -46 2

Ho Virgin Racing 314 11.465 8.675 314 4 612-108 6

ART 345 10.435 9 345 2 664 -56 4

SCHORC 303 11.881 9.168 303 5 620-100 5
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Hour 3 Lane Average Laptime Fastest Laptime Segment LapsSegment PlaceTotal Laps Lag Race Place

Race Control 359 10.028 8.743 359 1 1079 0 1

FLBT 316 11.392 9.991 316 5 984 -95 4

Worthing 335 10.746 9.476 335 2 1009 -70 2

Ho Virgin Racing 280 12.857 9.494 280 6 892-187 6

ART 332 10.843 9.312 332 3 996 -83 3

SCHORC 328 10.976 9.323 328 4 948-131 5
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Hour 4 Lane Average Laptime Fastest Laptime Segment LapsSegment PlaceTotal Laps Lag Race Place

Race Control 359 10.028 9.161 359 1 1438 0 1

FLBT 324 11.111 9.449 324 4 1308-130 3

Worthing 325 11.077 9.102 325 3 1334-104 2

Ho Virgin Racing 264 13.636 9.729 264 6 1156-282 6

ART 310 11.613 9.747 310 5 1306-132 4

SCHORC 327 11.009 9.086 327 2 1275-163 5
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Hour 5 Lane Average Laptime Fastest Laptime Segment LapsSegment PlaceTotal Laps Lag Race Place

Race Control 343 10.496 9.471 343 2 1781 0 1

FLBT 324 11.111 9.469 324 5 1632-149 4

Worthing 377 9.549 8.723 377 1 1711 -70 2

Ho Virgin Racing 274 13.139 9.611 274 6 1430-351 6

ART 332 10.843 9.611 332 3 1638-143 3

SCHORC 328 10.976 9.66 328 4 1603-178 5


